Brief Historical Overview

In April of 1809, Austria launched an attack against Napoleon and the French Empire. Three armies were created. The largest under Charles was to face Napoleon. The second largest under John was to face Eugene in Italy. The smallest consisting of the Austrian VII corps under the commander of Ferdinand was to invade the Duchy of Warsaw.

The goals for Ferdinand were multiple and quite beyond the forces he had at his disposal. The Austrians lost sight of the fact that they needed to defeat Napoleon and quickly. Squandering precious resources in side shows would not be very productive.

Ferdinand lead the majority of his corps towards the city of Warsaw in the hopes that control of that city would pacify the population. This as one might expect, was a delusion.

As Ferdinand marched towards Warsaw, Poniatowski was busy trying to put together an army. Napoleon had commandeered a number of Polish troops for Spain. This left Poniatowski with a reduced sized army which also had to garrison key strategic points as well.  Austrian hoped to bring Prussia into the war and that threat needed to be covered.

Militarily, Poniatowski did not have the forces to protect Warsaw but to give it up without a fight was politically unacceptable. 

Thus he move his small army south to engage Ferdinand near the town of Raszyn. The battlefield is cut by a small stream which although a minor obstacle in itself, the ground around had become water logged and the entire region around it was a quagmire. Several hills on the north overlooked the direction of advance of the Austrian army who had to traverse a lot of wooded terrain.
The village of Felenty was on the other side of the stream from Raszyn and Poniatowski decided to garrison it along with the adjacent wood. He did not expect the Austrians to attack that day but gather all their forces for a battle on the morrow in which they would have a considerable numerical advantage.

As Ferdinand’s advance guard debouched from the woods he went ahead to reconnoiter the battlefield. He noted that the ground on his right made it a lot easier to cross the stream. For some unknown reason he chose to ignore this and attack the Poles immediately. The cavalry and Grenzers moved to the right in an attempt to cross the stream. The cavalry became bogged down in the marshy ground and proved a very easy target for the Polish guns. Eventually the Austrian cavalry retired having achieved nothing. On the far right the Grenz got across the stream and occupied Dawidy. Without orders, they just stayed there for the rest of the day.

The main battle began at 2 pm when Mohr lead his advance guard against Felenty. Their initial attack was successful but Poniatowski lead a counter attack which regained the village. By 3 pm Civalert’s brigade had come up and another attack was made on Felenty which was this time successful. The Poles retreated in disorder across the stream via the dyke that ran there. The ensuing disorder was the cause of many of the Polish casualties. The Austrians pursued  the Poles again managed to get a toe hold in Raszyn. They were driven out after much hard fighting.
At 7 pm a final attack was launched on the Polish positions to try and take Raszyn. This was supported by part of Pflacher’s brigade which had recently come up. The attack, although initially successful, was eventually repulsed and the Poles spent the night in possession of Raszyn.

The following day the VII corps was fully deployed and in a position to flank Poniatowski and so he withdrew. Ferdinand and Poniatowski came to an agreement shortly after whereby the Polish army evacuated Warsaw for free passage past Ferdinand’s army in exchange Warsaw was given up to Ferdinand. Strategically Ferdinand gained nothing from this and lost the only real chance to destroy the Polish army!

