Design Concept:

            The 1809 campaign opened with the Austrian invasion of Bavaria an ally of France. The reasons for this invasion were many but the most evident one was the fear in the Austrian government that Napoleon intended to do to Austria what he had done to Spain in 1808. There was also the feeling that Austria’s best chance was to attack while France was tied down in Spain. Austria had hoped to obtain allies in this endeavor but the most prominent, Prussia and Russia stood on the side lines. In fact Russia had an agreement with France and actually launched its armies against Austria, albeit in a very small way.


Austria had formed 9 army corps and 2 reserve corps as its main striking arm. Of these one was sent to the Duchy of Warsaw and two others to Italy. The corps in the Duchy of Warsaw was suppose to encourage Prussia to join in and help keep Russia neutral at best. Archduke John with the two corps in Italy planned to regain all of Austria’s lost Italian possessions. Neither the Austrian forces in Italy or in the Duchy of Warsaw were sufficient for the job. In fact they show the standard 18th century approach to warfare that hampered Austria throughout the 1809 campaign. 


Archduke Charles with 6 army corps and 2 reserve corps had originally planned to launch his attack on Bavaria from the direction of Bohemia, north of the Danube. For various reasons, this was changed and all but 2 corps were moved south of the Danube. This took time and delayed the Austrian invasion by at least a week. The main reason for the move may have been to ensure that Vienna was not left open to an attack from Bavaria. It should also be pointed out that Austria  had a financial problems and could not afford to maintain its army in the field for too long a period of time. 


Charles entered this campaign against his will as he did not think the Austrian army was ready. More importantly his letters indicated that he was a defeated man before he even started. To some extent this may be understood as he was going up against the finest general of his time.


The opening stages of the campaign showed a slow moving Austrian army almost catch the French by surprise and almost gain a major victory. Unfortunately, almost is not good enough. While Napoleon was still en route to the front, Davout had been left isolated near Regensburg. Only Lefebvre’s VIIth corps to the south west was in any position to provide any help at all. Charles on the 18th discovered this and planned to destroy Davout  before anyone could intervene. To this effect the Austrian Ist and IInd corps were ordered to close in on Regensburg from the north while IIIrd, IVth , Ist Reserve and an Ad Hoc corps were to close in on Regensburg from the south. The Vth corps with Thierry attached, the II Reserve and VIth corps, all under the command of Hiller, were to provide protection on the left flank, facing the Abens.
For some unknown reason, Charles assumed that Davout would remain stationary around Regensburg as he had over the previous few days. However Davout was already moving south west on his way to rejoin the French army. Charles, not appreciating the strength of Davout’s Corps nor his actual location, planned for the III corps to move to Teugn and from there to spread out as it approached Regensburg. The IV corps, on the right of the III corps, was to advance on Dunzling. Stutterheim with part of the IV corps Advance Guard acted as a link between the 2 corps. A recently formed Ad Hoc corps under Leichtenstein, was to move up on the right of the IV corps. Charles waited at Grub with his grenadier reserve. In general the dispositions were not very good if there was any intent for one corps to support another. In fact that aspect seems to have been omitted from the thinking of much of the Austrian staff.
          Rosenberg with the IV corps, when confronted with elements of the French III corps rearguard, thought he was facing far more than was the case and contented himself, after a minor engagement, with encamping his corps and watching and waiting. Davout’s III corps amounted to over 40,000 infantry and 8,000 cavalry. The Austrian’s had no idea how strong he actually was. However only 2 of Davout’s divisions and his cavalry faced the majority of the Austrian threat on the 19th April, as he had ordered his other divisions, Morand and Gudin, to hurry on to protect the train which was making its way along the banks of the Danube. 

            The Teugn-Hausen scenario concerns the battle that occurred between Davout’s forces and Hohenzollern’s IIIrd corps. Davout had only 2 divisions available to him as the others were protecting the artillery train. The ensuing battle clearly showed the quality of the III Corps and its’ commander. The battle also showed how indecisive Charles and his corps commanders could be. For example, Charles spent much of the Eckmuhl campaign in total ignorance of what had happened to his left wing which consisted of Vth, VIth and IInd Reserve corps with Thierry attached. Even on the 21st he was still hoping that Vth corps would join his left wing at Eckmuhl even though it was way to the south in retreat. For reference, for the battle of Teughn-Hausen, the Austrian IV corps is about 15 hexes east of hex B on the Tuegn-Hausen map, around Dunzling facing the rear guard left by Friant.
After defeating the Austrian IIIrd corps at Teugn-Hausen on 19th April, Davout was able to rejoin the main French army and his corps was to be its left wing. Napoleon was convinced that the troops in front of him were the main Austrian army when in effect it was Davout who was facing it. Charles on the other hand thought that Davout was the main French army and so planned to hit the French left flank. It is interesting that on 19th April, when Hiller took command of the Austrian left wing, he concluded that all the allied maneuvering was for a retreat. The 20th demonstrated how wrong he was as a string of Austrian defeats sent Hiller’s left wing retreating rapidly to Landshut, while Charles’ center retreated on Eckmuhl. What happened to Charles that day remains a mystery. He only reappears in the evening of the 20th, issuing orders that were already out of date before they left his HQ.  Napoleon ordered Davout and Lefebvre to advance and capture the baggage and any fleeing Austrians they may encounter. Napoleon was still under the impression that he had faced and defeated the entire Austrian army, not just its left wing. Yet interestingly the Austrian army actually retired without putting up much of a fight and was in fairly good physical condition. Psychologically it was a different matter. A lot had to do with very weak and indecisive leadership. 
           Davout in pursuing the Austrian’s ran into their new defensive line near Eckmuhl. What happened next is not entirely clear. While St. Hillaire and Lefebvre seemed to have called off their advance when they ran in to serious Austrian resistance, Friant fought a major engagement which nearly succeeded. Whether Davout intended just to screen the opposition or actually defeat them seems to be in dispute with the various authors. Why Lefebvre only used a small proportion of his seemingly available forces is also unclear. 
Napoleon only became aware of the force that Davout was facing when Davout had been in battle for some time with the Austrian IV corps at Eckmuhl on the 21st April. The 2nd scenario thus represents the battle that took place mainly between Davout’s III corps and the Austrian IV corps at Eckmuhl on the 21st April. This battle effectively formed the first day of the two day battle of Eckmuhl. The second day I did not consider worth doing as the Austrians had one corps as a rearguard against the majority of the French army, lead by Napoleon. The 1st day of the battle was effectively a draw and it can be seen that on the defensive, in reasonably open terrain, the Austrian army can make a good account of itself. The pursuit of the Austrian forces after Eckmuhl saw Charles and his army retreat over the Danube at Regensburg. Napoleon had won, but not decisively. In some ways the Austrian army had contributed more to its defeat than Napoleon. Most of the Austrian generals seemed to be seeing French everywhere they looked and effectively took flight. The lack of leadership at the top also had a lot to do with it.
The losses to the IIIrd corps during this campaign were so bad, that by Aspern-Essling, there were many new recruits in the ranks and so the corps was of much reduced quality. 

The two battles are small enough that they can both be played in a reasonable time, but still present challenges to both sides. The Austrians are certainly less flexible, but they can do well if handled correctly. 
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